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La An a free- born Briton, and an independent | 


man: I have no Place or Penſion; I never 
was at Court, nor ever intend to go there. I 


know neither the Miniſters, nor thoſe who op- 
Poſe them. But I have a right to think and 
ſpeak for myſelf, and will do fo; and I call 
upon all true Britons to hear what IT have to 
ſay, and then judge for themſelves. 
| This Country has often been in great dan- 
ger, but never in greater than now. 
Thouſands of our Countrymen have periſh- 
ed by the Sword, and ſtill more by Diſeaſe. 
Millions and millions of Money have been 
ſpent. Even our Public Credit, of which we 
boaſted ſo much, has been ſhaken. Stocks 
never were lower. Our debt never was ſo great. 
Our Tars, of whom we were ſo proud, have 
made our hearts ake—And ſo have our F ellow 
Subjects i in Ireland. 


I allow | 
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I allow we have had great Succeſs. We have 
taken many fine Iſlands and Colonies from our 
Enemies. We have beat their Fleets, whenever 
we could find them; and taken or deſtroyed . 
half their Navy. And, what is very remarka- 
ble, ſcarce a Ship of War of ours has been ta- 
ken; and not one foct of Britiſb Land bas been 
loſt, in any part of the World ! 0 | 

I admit, alſo, that our Enemies are more 
diſtreſſed than we are. That the French are the 
moſt wretched People under the Suns Their 
King, their Queen, and all the Royal Family, 
have either been put to death, or driven into 
foreign Countries; and ſo have their Nobility, 
and the greateſt and beſt part of their Clergy. 
A vaſt number of perſons of all ranks, Men, 
Women, and Children, have been beheaded, 
ſhot, drowned, ſtabbed, and poiſoned. Many 
have fled, and dare not return ; and of thoſe 
who remain, a great part have loſt their Pro- 
perty, and all the comforts and gonveniences 
of Life. Religion, Law, Order, and good Go- 
verament, ſeem at an end amongſt them. | 

In Spain, the caſe is not much better. Be- 
ing divided into two Parties, one betrayed the 
other to the French, who compelled them to 
declare War againſt us; and the conſequence 
is, they have been beat moſt dreadfully, and, 
if they dare, would cut the throats of all the. 
Frenchmen in their Country. 

The Dutch are fill worſe off. Their Trade 
is deſtroyed ; their Colonies are in our hands; 
the French have drained them of their Money, 
their n and almoſt every thing they had. 
A 2 And 
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And by French troops placed in all their ſtrong 
Towns, they are forced to fit out Ships to fight 
againſt us, when they had rather by half fight 
{or us. 

But what are we the better for all this? In 
fpite of the dreadful things that have happened 
to our Enemies; in ſpite of all the Coꝛiqueſts we 
have made, and the Ships we have taken; what 
is our State at this hour? We are threatened 
with Invaſions ; we are loaded with Debts and 
Taxes ; we are divided and weakened by Far- 
ties; we are {ſunk in Gloom and Deſpair. And 
yet, that French Fleet, which was intended to 
invade us, was diſperſed; a Body of Troops, 
which landed, were taken priſoners. The Acts 
palled againſt Seditious Meetings, ſeemed to 
ſuppreſs them. The Merchants and Traders 
{upported our Credit. A plentiful Harveſt put 
an end to a want of Corn, which came very near 
to a Famine; And let any man travel from one 
end of the Ifland to the other, and he will ſee 
every mark of Plenty and Proſperity ; every 
Village flouriſhing and improving; and every 
Field in a better ſtate, and producing more 
than it ever did before; and yet he will hear 
many Perſons talk of nothing but Grievances 
and Oppreſſions, War and Ruin. 

Now what is the meaning of all this?: How 
comes it to paſs, after ell our wonderful eſcapes, 
after all our glorious Victories ; in the midſt of 
ſo much Plen: y and ſeeming Proſperity ; that 
we not only think ourſelves upon the brink of 
Ruin, but perhaps really are ſo ? The anſwer'is 


plain and ſhort— Ve are not reformed. A tho- 
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rough Reform would ſet all right, and reſtore us 
to Peace and Happineſs. But what is that 
Reform which will, do this? — To anſwer this 
queſtion is my object in writing. Some think, 
a Reform in Parliament will be ſufficient; and 
that Reform to conſiſt only in the Members 
being choſen in a different manner. Some 
are for leſſening the Power of the Crown.— 
Some for aboliſhing Tythes. Some for mak- 
ing an immediate Peace with France. - Some 
(though they have not courage to ſpeak out) 
are for eſtabliſhing a Republic on the French 
Plan. All theſe, except the laſt, are paltry, 
partial Reforms, which can do little good, and 
may do much Miſchief, 

If every Man in the Kingdom had a Vote 
for a Member of Parliament, what would be 
the conſequence ?—Why, each Member would 
be choſen by a Mob. And whom would a Mob 
chuſe ?—Why the Maa that made the loudeſt 
Speech, and the largeſt Promiſes. And who 
would this be ?—Why he, that, having neither 
Property nor -Character to loſe, was ready, to 
ſay any thing, to get into the Houſe, i in hopes 
of being paid for breaking every Promiſe he 
had made. 

As to leſſening the Power of the Crown, we 


have tried that already, and therefore can judge 


what the effect would be. Every body knows, 
that no Man can govern Ten Millions of People, 
without ſome Power. And if he has not lawful 
Power enough to govern them by ; ; either he 
wont be able to govern them at all, and then 
there can be nothing but Confuſion and Miſchief; 
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or elſe he muft govern them by unlawfuF Means. 


And I appeal to any Man of common ſenſe, 
whether it 18 not better, that a King ſhould go- 
vern according to fixed and ſettled Laws, which 
are known to all the Nations ; than by undue 
Influence, Bribery, Corruption, and the like. 

But, ſay ſome Reform the Church, and a- 


boliſh Tithes. I hope to ſhow- preſently how 


the Church ought to be reformed : But, as to 
aboliſhing Tithes, I fear that won't anſwer ; for 
the Tithes belong to the Clergy, and I have 
no faith in Wrong and Robbery. Beſides, re- 


member what the Devonſhire Farmer ſaid at 
the Meeting: He aſked, who were to have the 


Tithes when they were taken from the Par- 


ſons; and being told they would be the Land- 
1ord's ; then, ſaid he, I had rather they ſhould 


bide as they be; for J can always deal better 
with the Paiſon, than I can with my Landlord.” 
As for a Republic on the French Plan, we 


may excuſe thoſe who wiſh for it, if they are 


rather ſhy on the ſubject ; becauſe, if they 
were not, they might be in danger of a rope. 
For my part, I really do not wiſh for it : 

Firſt, Becauſe (as I ſaid before) I have no 
faith in Wrong and Robbery; and a King 
has as good a right to his Crown, as I have to 
my Cottage : 

Secondly, The People here don't ſeem to 


like a Republic : 
Thirdly, I never yet read of a Republic that 


I ſhould like to live under :—And, 
Fourthly, One may buy Gold too dear. 


It 


6 
It was ſaid the French Revolution would 
make the French Nation free and happy : But 
it has now gone on for ſeven or eight years, and 
produced Confuſion, Oppreſſion, Cruelty, Pover- 
ty, all ſorts of Miſchief and Wickedneſs, and no 
good whatever. And if we are all to have our 
throats cut, that our Grandchildren may be free 
and happy, I think that is buying gold too dear. 
I truſt I have now ſhown that none of the a- 
bove Plans will anſwer our purpoſe :. Let us, 
then, look for one that will. But, (that I may 
not be taken for a Quack Doctor), before I pre- 
{cribe the Cure, let me try to find out the. Cauſe, 
of our preſent unhappy ſtate.. And in order fo to- 
do, let us take a ſhort view of all Ranks of People 
in this iſland; and let us begin with the higheſt. 
Of the Kino, if I knew ever ſo many bad 


things, I ſhould be cautious how I mentioned 


them; becauſe I have: no inclination: to be 
hanged or tranſported. But, in. truth, I know 
no harm of him. His private Ife is good and 
his public Conduct has been good alſo. He has 
been guilty of no Cruelty or Oppreſſion. In the 
Courſe of his long Reign, our Liberty has been 
increaſed and ſecured. He has encouraged Arts 
and Manufactures, and promoted learned and 

ingenious Men. 80 that we may fairly call 
him one of our very beſt Kings.. | | 
Having no more deſire to ſee the infide of 
Newgate than to try the air of Botany Bay, I 
ſhall always be cautious what I ſay about the 
Parliament. It has paſſed many good Laws: 
And though there have been ſome ſtrong ones 
of late, I am afraid the Times required them, 
44 and 
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Miſchief which has happened ? 
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and that our Conſtitution could not have been 
preſerved without ſuch. N 

Iwill, however, beg leave to aſk two or three 
ſhort queſtions ; .—and let thoſe whom the cap 
fits, wear it: 

When the Law forbids Bribery, can it be 
right to bribe ? 

When a Man undertakes to act for . 
can it be right to neglect his Truſt? 

When acting for others, ought we to confi. | 
der their intereſt or our own ? 
2s for the Miniſtry, I allow that they con- 
ducted Affairs very well, till the War began. 
I allow, too, that we have had great Succeſſes. 
But yet Iam not convinced that things might not 
have been managed better, and at leſs Expence. 
I ſhould, however, be more ready to blame 
Miniſters, if I were not convinced that they 
have been prevented doing their beſt by the 
Oppoſition. And now my patience begins to 
fail me :—for what can be more provoking to 
any Man who really loves his Country, than to 
ſee Men pretending to love their Country and 
to wiſh to fave it, and yet—inſtead of doing all 
in their power to help things forward—doing all 
in their power to hinder every meaſure propoſed ; 
and at laſt quitting their Poſts, at the very mo- 
ment when (as they themſelves allow) the Coun- 
try is in the utmoſt danger poſſible ?—And let 
any Man read the Speeches, which have been 
put into the Papers as thote of the heads of the 
Oppoſition ; and conſider the conduct of the 
Iriſh, the Seamen, &c. ; and then ſay, whether 
thoſe Speeches did not occaſion much of the 
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Look at the conduct of the Nobility, and 
Gentry in general (including the Officersof the 
Army and Navy, and the higher claſſes of 
Law, Phyſic and Commerce.) Thank God! 
you will find among them ſome excellent peo- 
ple; and in general they are willing to aſſiſt 
the Poor, and not to oppreſs them. But do 


not Luxury, Corruption, Adultery, Gaming. 
Pride, Vanity, Idleness, Extravagance, and 


Diſſipation, prevail too generally? Or, are they 
diligently employed, as they ought to be, ei- 
ther in the service of their King and Country, 
or in regulating their own Families and their 
Neighbours, in those places where their pro- 
erty lies? 

Of the Clergy, I ſhould be very ſorry to ſay 
any thing that might leſſen them in the eyes 
of the Nation; for if we are to be preſerved, 

it muſt be hy their means. They take more 
pains, and have more work to do, than is com- 
monly ſuppoſed. Yet if Sr. Paul were a- 
mong them, I think he would work harder 
than any of them, and adopt ſome ſtronger 
meaſures to bring back to their duty, ſuch 
Clergymen as have deſerted it: For, (ſorry I 
am to ſay it) though you will ſind many a- 
mong the Clergy who do their duty, and take 
care of their Flocks; you will find too many, 


alſo, who neglect both. If ſuch believe in a 


Day of reckoning ; I can only ſay, they have 

a ſort of Courage which I have not. 
Among the Lawyers, Merchants, Traders, 
Farmers, and others engaged in Buſineſs; we 
find many honeſt, generous, and .charitable 
A 5 men; 
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men; and many diſhoneſt, profligate, or co- 
vetous characters. But do we not find almoſt 
all of them, as much engroſſed by worldly 
Buſineſs, or Cares, or Amuſements, as if * 
were to live here for ever ? | 
Laſtly, lock at the Lower Claſſes naked, 
though (after due allowance for their little in- 
ſtruction and few advantages) they are, per- 
haps, leſs guilty than thofe of higher Rank ; 
yet, Are they as honeſt, ſober, and induſtrious, 
as they ought to be? Are they ready to obey 
thoſe who have a right to command them? 
Do they ſpend all they earn in feeding and 


clothing themſelves and their Wives and Fa- 


milies? and do they earn all they can? Are 
the Sundays fpent at Church, or at the Ale- 
houſe ?—abroad, in bad Company, or at home, 
with their Families? Do they inſtruct their 
Children themfelves; or accept, with hearty 
thanks, thoſe inſtructions which are provided 
for them by the bounty of their neighbours? 
Having now ttfned our eyes on the various 
Claſſes of which this nation is compoſed ; can 
we be. at a loſs to know what that Reform is 
which our caſe requires ?—ſurely, No. It is as 
plain, as plain can be, that the Reform we 
want, and the only Reform which can fave us, 
(but which certainly will ſave us, if adopted in 
time) is —A "Froxzouen RtFokm oF PRINCI- 
PLES AND PRACTICES, AMONG ALL RANKS OF 


PEOPLE THROUGHOUT: THE KINGDOM ! 


Let the King and Queen continue to ſet an 
example of Piety, Regularity, Sobriety, and 


eon ning Fidelity, to their Children, their Ser- 


vants, 


A 


(rr 


vants, and all their Subjects. Let them drive 
from their Councils, and their Court, all Adul- 
terers and Adultereſſes; all Gamblers; all in 
fhort, whoſe characters are — bad, ot 
either Sex, and of every Rax. 

Let them avoid even eee eee 8 
if liable to produce Immorality among others; 
which, alas! is too often the caſe. 


« Oh hard 8 twin- 1 with Greatneſs! 
„% What infinite Heart's- ease muſt Kos neglect, 
That private Men enjoy!?“ | 


Let every Member of Parliament, whether 
Peer or Commoner, reflect on the awful Truſt 
committed to his care, and attend diligently to 
the execution of it. Not merely when a poli- 
tical diſpute ariſes, but conſtantly and uni- 


| formly. 


La Miniſters learn, by dear-bought and fa- 
tal Experience, that their own arm cannot 
ſave them; and that human Laws and human 
Power can avall nothing, without ſound Prin- 
ciples and pure Morals ; and let them, there- 
fore, without delay, bend the whole force of 
their talents to the Reformation. of theſe. . 

As for thoſe, who, from motives. of perſonal 
Ambition, Advancement, or Gain; from pri- 
vate Pique, or party Prejudice, or any other 
bad intention ;, are ready to ſacrifice the pub- 
hc good; to their private views ; it is vain. to 
waſte weeds on them,—their Conſciences. muſt 
be ſeared with a hot iron. 

T6 those, on whom Providence has. beſtow- 
ed Rank, Honour, Wealth, or any uſeful Ta- 
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lent ; and who have not quite forgot who is 


' the Giver of all good Gifts; I next addreſs 


myſelf : earneftly entreating them to withdraw 
their minds, for. on poment, fiom all other 
purſuits ; and to conuder their own ſituation, 
and that of their Country and of the ſurround- 
ing Nations. Where are now/the Rank, the 
Honours, and the Wealth, of France, of Flan- 
ders, of Holland, and of Italy? And where 


muſt thoſe of Britain ſhortly be; if their poſ- 


ſeſſors will neither take warning from the fate 
of others, nor from the Judgments of Heaven, 
uſt ready to fall on their own heads? It is yet 
in their power to {ave their Country, and their 
own Souls; but not a moment muſt be loft. 
Let them inſtantly quit the Dice Box, the Turf, 
and the Tavern; every wicked, and every 
trifling employment; and repair each to his 
proper Station. Let them reform, firſt Them- 


ſelves, their Expences, their Wives and Chil- 


dren, their Servants and Dependents; and then 
exert all their influence, as Landlords, as Ma- 


giſtrates, as Friends, and as Neighbours ; en- 


couraging and protecting the ſober and induſ- 
trious ; diſeouraging and puniſhing, with Can- 
dour, but with Vigour, the lawieſs and profli- 
gate. Few of thole, to whom JI am now ſpeak- 


ing, are aware how much miſchief they occa- 


ſion, merely by being in a wrong Place; or 
how much good they mu/t do, ii they would 
only ftay where their Lot has tallen It was 
the obſervation of a man of much good ſenſe 


and experience, —“ That, if every Gentleman 
would reſide on his Eſtate, and every Clergy- 


man, 
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man on his living, we ſhould need no other 
Reformation.” Let thoſe, then, who fly to 
Towns and Cities, to public Places, or foreign 
Countries, in ſearch of paltry amuſements ; or 
under a falſe pretext, or at beſt a miſtaken no- 
tion, of repairing their ſhattered fortunes; no 
longer think themſelves guiltle/s.—Numberleſs 
are the ways in which their Country is injured 
by their abſence: If refident at their Family- 
Seats, their Example, their Influence, their 
Fortune, every Talent they poſſeſs, diſpenſes 
Bleſſings on all around them. In any other 
place, they almoſt unavoidably do Miſchief by 
adding to the number of thoſe whom the Vices 
of Cities inevitably corrupt. 

Far be it from me to ſpeak diſreſpectfully 
of the Clergy : I reverence their ſacred Office: 
I look up to them as the moſt pious, the moſt 
learned, and the moſt uſeful Claſs of all. As 
Individuals, they muſt of courſe vary; and 
while ſome are ably and diligently. performing 
their duty, others, alas! notoriouſly neglect 
their's. I earneſtly entreat them to conſider 
the preſent ſtate of Religion and Morals in 
this Kingdom To conſider how impotſible it 
is for human Laws to coerce a people, ' who. 
have loft all ſenſe of the Divine Law; who 
are no longer reſtrained by the Dictates of C Con- 
ſcience; and who, conſequently, abſtain from 
no Crimes, but ſuch as are prohibited by the 
Law of the Land,. and from thoſe, only when 
the danger of Puniſhment is ſo apparent, as to 
overcome the force of corrupt Paſſions · and 
pampered Appetites! Whatever may be the 

| | reſult 
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reſult of ſuch an inquiry, it ſurely muſt be ad- 
mitted, that the times call for uncommon ex- 
ertion in all; eſpecially in thoſe who have the 
care of our Principles and our Morals. Never 

did the Powers of Darkneſs exert themſelves 

more, er with more ſucceſs. - Do other Powers 

exert.themifelves' as much to counteract them? 

Treaſon, Sedition, and Mutiny, have appear- 

ed; and new Laws have been made to pre- 
vent their growth; and we all fect, and moſt 

of us acknowledge, that this was right and fit. 

But do not Adultery, Gaming, Sabbath-break- 

ing, Neglect of Public Worſhip, and, above all, 

tLukewarmneſs and Indifference about Religion 
itſelf, prevail to a degree unknown in any for- 
mer age? to a degree, which ſeems to portend 
the eradicating Chriſtianity in this quarter of the 

World ? And where are the Laws againſt theſe ? 

Shall I be told that there are fuch already in 

our Statute Books? The ſame was ſaid as to 

the Laws againſt Treaſon and Sedition ; but 
by whom was it {aid ? Was it by thoſe who 
li wiſhed to prevent ſuch crimes ?—or thoſe who, 
'F by their Writings and Speeches, had encou- 

_ _. raged them? 

If any Lawyers, Merchants, or others en- 
gaged in worldly Buſineſs, can ſpare time and 
thought for one ſerious Reflection, let that re- 
flection— Hou their Account will Hand at the 
Day Judgment? — how they will then an- 
ſwer, for having joined Night to Day, and 
Sunday to the Week;“ in adding ſhilling to 
ſhilking, and guinea to guinea ; inſtead of pur- 
_ their lawful calling in a lawful — 
an 
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and devoting to the ſervice of God that por- 
tion of their time and thoughts which be claims ; 
and which Claim (if they have a juſt ſenſe, 
either of their temporal or eternal intereſt) 

they will never more reſiſt, © 
I now wiſh to addreſs myſelf to all the Inha- 
bitants of this Iſland, but chiefly: ro:thoſe of the 
Lower Claſs, as it is called: to thoſe, who 
have neither Rank or Riches, but muſt earn 
their daily Bread by their daily Labour. You, 
my Fellow-Countrymen, whether you know it 
or not, have fouls to be ſaved; and muft live 
for ever in another World; and be there re- 
warded or puniſhed, as you have behaved well 
or ill in this life. Even here, if you behave ill, 
you will ſuffer for it; and if you behave well, 
God and good Men will aſſiſt you. If you are 
idle, do you not want Bread? If you are drun- 
ken, do not your Wives and Children ſuffer? 
If you are diſhoneſt, do you not lofe your Cha- 
racters? If you are honeſt, and contented, and 
diligent, do you not find you are happy? By 
being happy, I don't mean that you have eve- 
ry thing you want, or that you have no fick. 
neſs or ſorrow !—that is fuch happineſs, as 
does not fall to the tot of any body in this 
World. Whatever you may think, the King 
upon his. Throne has more cares and vexations 
than you have. Many and many a-night, 
when you are ſound afleep, he and his Miniſ- 
ters are hard at work, for you, and me, and all 
of us: And the caſe is the ſame with the Great 
and Learned. Some of them, indeed, like ſome 
of you, neglect their buſineſs, and waſte their 
time 
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time in Idleneſs and Vice; but others work as 
hard or harder than you; and their work is of 
a worſe ſort.— Lour's pre ſervet your health; 

while their's de/troys their health, and ſhortens 
their lives. God has ſo ordered it, that, in this 
life, no Man ſhall be completely happy; ; but moſt 
men, let their ſituation be what it will, may be 
tolerably happy, if it be not their own fault; and 
every Man may be completely happy for ever in 
another World; and the ſame means which will 
make him happy in another World, will com- 


monly make him comfortable in this. 


Let us, then, inquire what thoſe means are: 
W may be expreſſed i in two ſhorts words 
BE GOOD ! 

Ga, who made all things, has ſo made them, 
that it is impoſſible for a bad Man to be happy 
He has given us Laws, and has promiſed to re- 
ward us if we obey them, and to puniſh us if we 
do not. He commands us to love and fear Him; 
to pray to Him; to believe in Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son; to honour and obey the King, and all who 
are in authority under him; to ſubmit to our 
Maſters, and all lawful Governors. To reſpect 
God's Miniſters, his Sabbath, and his Church. 
To pay all their dues, whether Tithes, Taxes, 
Cuſtoms, or other things. To obey the Laws of 
the Country in which we live. 'To do to others 
as we. would have them do to us. To love our 
Neighbours, and aſſiſt them as often as it is in 
our power. To be honeſt, ſober, modeſt, and 
decent. To work diligently, in order to get 
our Living. To bear patiently ſuch Misfor- 


tunes as befal us. To be thankful for ſuch 


good. 
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good Things as we enjoy; for our Health, and 

Strength, and daily Bread, and many other 
Bleſſings, which we are too apt not to conſider 
as we ought. They are all the Gifts of God, 
and ought to be received as ſuch. 


Now I would aſk any fair Man, if there is 
any thing hard or unreaſonable in all this? 


Or, whether he is not convinced, that, if we 
would obey theſe Laws, we ſhould be much 
happier than we are? For, ſorry I am to ſay it, 
we do not obey them as we ought. Inſtead of 
loving and fearing God, we ſeldom think of 
him. Inftead of praying to him every night 
and morning ; ſome, I fear, never pray at all. 
Inſtead of obeying the King? his Magiſtrates, 


and his Officers, how many lately have been 


guilty of inſulting him and them ! How many 
have joined in riotous Mobs, and Seditious 
Clubs, and Meetings ! how many have held up 
their hands for rude, unmanly, and dilloyal 
Addreſſes! in ſhort, how many have been the 
dupes of a ſet of Wretches, who have left no 
means untried to ruin our Church, our King, 
and our Country, and make us Slaves to the 
French! 

Inſtead of reſpecting God's Miniſters and Or- 
dinances, how many abuſe the Clergy, ſeldom 
go to Church, and ſpend God's day in doing 
their own” buſineſs, or in jaunting about, or 
getting drunk; though it is expreſsly ordered, 
that neither we, nor our Servants, nor our Cat- 
tle, ſhall work on that Day; and that we ſhall 
keep it holy! Inſtead of paying to all their Dues; 
how many try to cheat the Clergy of their 
Tithes, 
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Tithes, and the King of his Taxes ; and buy 
ſmuggled goods whenever they can meet with 


them ! By theſe and many ſuch things, they 
fin at once againſt the Laws of God, and the 


Laws of this Land. Who is there that always 
does as he would be done by ?—that never 


ſpeaks ill of his Neighbour ?—that never tries 


to deceive, or. defraud, or over-reach another? 


How common are Drinking, Lewdneſs, Gamb- 
ling; and, above all, profane Curſing and 


Swearing, which give no pleaſure to any Man, 
and are ſo offenſive to God:? How many, who 


are able to earn a comfortable living, will not 
work, but live in dirt and rags, wandering a- 
bout the Countfy, begging and ſtealing? How 


many never thank God for any thing, are ne- 
ver contented, but grumble and complain, e- 
ven when nothing ails them, and they are not 
in want? And what makes all this the more 


unpardonable, is, that we are not ſunk in ig- 


norance, as many Nations have been. We 
have the Bible in our hands, or at leaſt in our 


. houſes ; and might read it if we would; and 
if we would read it, we could not fail to know 


our Duty. But the truth is, moſt of us know 
our Duty, but wont do it. 

Is it any wonder, then, that God, who is juſt, 
ſhould puniſh us for this? He has given us 
ſuch good things as no other Nation ever had: 

For I defy any Man ta name any People, in 


any Fart of the World, in any Period of Time: 
that ever enjoyed ſuch great Bleſſings and Ad- 


vantages, as we now do, or very lately did / 
We have the free exerciſe of our Religion ; our 
Perſons. 
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Perſons and Property are alſo free. We can 
g0 where we will, and do what we will. And, 
ſo long as we do not mjure others, nobody can 
injure us without being puniſhable for it. We 
live in a Land of Plenty ; and the pooreſt per- 
ſon in it, that is ſober and frugal, can get bread 


to eat, cloaths to wear, and a cottage to fleep 


in. We complain that Meat, and other things; 
are dear? and ſo they are: but what is the 
cauſe of it? Why that people buy more of 
them than they uſed to do: not that I want 
the lower Claſſes to live wor/e than they do; 
I with they lived better: but what I want 
is this { that they ſhould not gramble and com- 
plain, when they are better off than other Na- 
tions. Workmen would deſerve all the Wages 
they have, and more too, if they worked as 
hard by the day, as they do by the great ; and 
and if they carried all their money to their 
Wives: but while they carry it to the Ale- 
houſe, more wages would be a curſe and no 
bleſſing. | 
The Conclufion of the whole is this: God 
has bleſſed this Country beyond all others: We 
have the beſt Religion, the beſt form of Go- 
vernment, and the moſt plentiful Land, of any 
People upon Earth: But we have made such 
a bad uſe of theſe bleffings, that we are in 
great danger of loſing them. We neglect God, 
his Service, and his Day. We call ourſelves 
Chriſtians, but we hardly know what the word 


means, Few conſider, that every Man, who 


ſays he is a Chriftian, ſays as follows:“ I am 
the Soldier and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. I have 
| | renounced 
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renounced all Sin and Wickedneſs, and all the 
Vanities of this World. I have owned that I 
am a Sinner, and that I can only be ſaved by 
the Merits and Sufferings of ſeſus Chrift ; and 
in order to receive the Benefits of theſe, I muſt 
repent of my Sins; I muſt believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and I muſt do what he has command- 
ed. His Commands are contained in the Goſ- 
pel : 1 muſt, therefore, read hat, in order to 
learn my Duty; and, when J have learned it, 
J muſt do it taithlully and diligently.” 

Oh! my Countrymen ! it we would do this, 
we ſhould be tate, aud happy, and proſperous ! 
God would make a hedge about us, and about 
all we have; and wen defend us from all our 
Enemies; We ſhauld no longer be divided and. 
weakened by Parties and Oppolitions ; for we 
ſhould be all of one mind; we ſhould all fear 
God, and honour the King, and love one an- 
other—and wha would dare to invade us? 
Why are we, then, ſo blind to our intereſt, as 
to reject Peace and Prosperity, when we might 
ſo eaſily obtain them? If you love your Coun- 
try, if you love your Wives or your Children, 
it you love yourſelves—reform your Conduct 
before it be too late! The Judgments-of God 
are in the World: they have fallen upon 
France, upon Flanders, upon Holland! They 

are ready to fall upon us. If we will not take 
warning from all that has paſſed, and is now 
paſſing, almoſt at our doors; we have no ex- 
cuſe, and therefore no 100m to hope that we 
{hall eſcape. But even if we could, what 


would it avail? The Day of Judgment muſt 
come 3 
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come; when every one who has not repented 
and reformed, will be condemned to ſuffer the 
Torments of Hell for ever! What thoſe Tor- 
ments are, we know not; and God grant we 
never may! but, if there be any Truth in the 
Word of God itſelf, they are far greater, and 
more dreadful, than any thing Man ever 7 
or can conceive. 


Look down, O God of all Mercy, on this 
Land! Open our eyes, that we may ſee thy 
Judgments hanging over our heads and ready 
to fall on us! Give us a juſt ſenſe of our Guilt, 
and Grace to amend our Lives; and let our 
timely Repentance make us fit objects of thy 
Mercy, and prevent the deſtruction of our 
Nation, 

Bleſs thy Servant our King, with long Life 
and Peace. Give true Wiſdem to all thoſe 
who have any ſhare in the- Government of our 
Country ; that they may fee and know, that 
neither our own Arm, nor own Devices, can 
ſave us; and may learn to look up to Thee, 
O God of Hoſts, for Thine almighty Aid. 

Give a double Portion of thy Spirit, to the 
Paſtors of thy Church ; that they may devote 
themſelves entirely to thy Service; boldly re- 
buke Vice; and by their Diligence and Teal, 
by the Soundneſs of their Doctrine and Holi- 
neſs of their Lives, may turn the Hearts of 
this Nation, from the Luſts of the Fleſh, the 
Vanities of Life, and the defire of earthly 
Gain, to the Knowledge and Love of Thee; 
and of the Goſpel of thy Son. 

| Grant 
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Grant that thoſe, to whom thou haſt com- 
mitted Wealth, or Power, or Learning, or any 
uſetul Talents; may ever remember from 
whom they received them, and employ them 
for the Good of All; that ſo they may give in 
their Account with Joy at the Laſt Day. 

And, finally, we beſeech Thee, to make us 
humble and peaceable, ſober and diligent, juſt 
and merciful; pious towards Thee our God; 
loyal to our King, obedient to our Governors, 
reſpectful to our Superiors, and kind and af. 
fectionate to all Men: That, being protected 
by thy Almighty Power; we may paſs our 
time here in Peace and Comfort; and be 
made partakers, hereafter, of eternal Happi- 
neſs; through the Merits and Interceſſion of 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour , Jeſus Chriſt. 
— let every true Briton ſay, Amen. 


Þ 0 STSCR LET : 
Ir any Perſon, ſhould be inclined to think 


the preſent ſtate of Things in this Country not 


ſuch as to warrant the Anxiety and Alarm ex- 
preſſed in the preceding Pages: Let him read 
attentively the following Extracts from the 
Writings of two of the ableſt and beſt Men of 
our Age; and, having ſo done, let him conſi- 
der” the Events which have ſince happened. 


* and. the. Alteration which has ſince taken 
5 place in our National Principles and Morals; 
: -and then ſay— What heir Sentiments would 
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but, when we conſider the many heinous and 


preſumptuous Sins of this Nation; the Licen- 


tiouſneſs, and Violation of all Order and Diſ- 
cipline ; the daring Infolence of Robbers and 


Smugglers, in open defiance of all Law and 


Juſtice ; the Factions and Diviſions; the Ve- 


nality and Corruption; the Avarice and Pro- 
fuſion of all Rank sand Degrees amongſt us; 
the total want of Public Spirit, and ardent 


paſſion for Private Ends and Intereſts; the 
Luxury, and Gaming, and Diſſoluteneſs in 


High Life, and the Lazineſs, and Drunken- 


neſs, and Debauchery in Low Life; and, a- 
bove all, that barefaced Ridicule of all Virtue 
and Decency; and that ſcandalous Neglect, 
. and I wiſh I could not ſay Contempt, of all 
Public Worfhip and Religon :—When we con- 
ſider theſe things, theſe Signs of the Times, 


the ſtouteſt and moſt ſanguine of us all muſt 


tremble at the natural and probable conſe- 


quences of them. God giveus Grace, that 
we may know, at leaſt, in this our day, the | 


things which belong unto our Peace, before they 
are hid from our eyes. Never may ſuch blind- 
neſs happen to us as befel the Jews; but may 
we ſezk the Lord while he may be found, and 
call upon him while he is near; and return un- 


— 
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I would not preſage ill to my Country 3 © 
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to the Lord, and he will have mercy upon us, + © 


and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon:” * / 7 
—NEwroNn, on the Prophectes, vol. II. p. 239. 

If you behold à Nation diſtinguiſhed b 
Irreligion and Contempt of Things Sacred; 
by Licentiouſneſs, Faction, Luxury, Hie i 
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> ReoGmtiation, and a return to firſt principles, 
the Conqueſt of that Nation by ſome other is 


becoming more and more feaſible every day; 


the ſume Vices, which provoke Divine Ven- 
geance, preparing the way for its execution. 
Every Man, who has the proſperity of his 
Country at heart, ſhould very ſeriouſly conſider, 
how far theſe Tokers are to be found upon 
_ ourſelves ;' and what can be done to prevent 
the farther ſpreading of the Infection; and to 
eradicate the ſeeds of the e 8 
e Se mono, p. 162. 
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